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Spring is in the air … can you feel it?  It seems 
like its been a long, hard winter, especially 
for those who have felt the crunch of a fragile 
economy, losing a job or ending up homeless 
right here in Saskatoon.  A change in the seasons 
doesn’t automatically make big problems vanish, 
but it does remind us that hope doesn’t give up, 
and new life is on its way.

Here in Riversdale, there are lots of spring 
projects on the go.  Take a few moments to 
peruse this newsletter and you’ll find plenty of 
events, programs, and issues to engage with.  As 
well as offering a gamut of recreational activities 
and other normal community association stuff, 
the Riversdale Community Association continues 
to be involved in the wider movement to combat 
homelessness and poverty here in our core 
neighbourhoods.  We are also looking at ways to 
become a greener community, recognizing that 
the beauty of creation around us calls us to a 
deeper responsibility to the planet.  If you share 
our passion for these sorts of issues, or if you just 
want to get involved with good things going on in 
the neighbourhood, come out to a meeting.  You 
will be most welcome!

Blessings of the Spring to you all!

Peace,

Rev. Shawn Sanford Beck
Riversdale Community Association President

Message from President

Community Clean Up

Saturday, May 23, 2009
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Volunteers needed!!!!!

If you are interested in volunteering or would like 
more information, please call 975-2767



HELP MAKE YOUR COMMUNITY SAFER!

Citizen Patrol & Community Watch are crime prevention and crime interruption programs supported 
by the Saskatoon Police Service and the public.  They are designed to create a safer community.

Become a Citizen Patrol volunteer.  What you need:  a positive attitude, enjoying fresh air and 
exercise, and becoming acquainted with your neighbours by walking, riding a bike, jogging, or driving 
around the neighbourhood.  Volunteers work in teams, are identifiable by their vests, and carry a 
flashlight and cell phone.  They patrol parks, schoolyards, strip malls, and residential areas, investing 
as much spare time as they can offer:  one hour at a time or more!

Community Watch uses news releases and community statistics to keep people up-to-date with 
what’s going on in their community.  It enables the SPS to keep people aware of any suspicious 
persons or vehicles in the area, as well as advertise community events.

For further information, please contact Constable Rolanda McAvoy at 975-2265.

Riversdale Local Area Plan – Land Use and Zoning Changes

The Riversdale Local Area Plan was approved by Saskatoon City Council May 20, 2008.  This plan 
recommends land use and zoning changes for 100 properties in Riversdale.  The changes are 
primarily intended to facilitate the transition of industrial areas to commercial and mixed use areas, 
as well as to enable the potential development of residential land uses in and around commercial and 
former industrial districts.

In the summer of 2008, the City of Saskatoon, Neighbourhood Planning Section held two open 
houses to obtain feedback regarding the proposed changes from stakeholders in the Riversdale 
neighbourhood.  This fall, the Neighbourhood Planning Section will commence with the proposed land 
use and zoning changes.

The Riversdale Local Area Plan can be found on the City of Saskatoon website (www.saskatoon.
ca; click on ‘C’ for City Planning, then ‘Local Area Planning’).  Hardcopies of this document can be 
obtained by visiting Planning and Building on the third floor of City Hall, 222 3rd Avenue North.  For 
more information, please contact Chris Schulz at the City of Saskatoon (975-7672). 

Does your business or non-profit organization need to 
get the word out?  Advertise your business or events 
in the Riversdale Community Association newsletter. 

It’s a great way to reach a lot of people; our 
newsletter is delivered to more than 1,000 homes 
and businesses in our neighbourhood.  If you are 
interested, please call Darla at 979-8225 or email 
darla.read@gmail.com



Now that the snow is finally melting, it’s time to think about what to grow in the garden!
 

The Riversdale Community Association is again partnering with the King George Community Association to 
have a community garden at the former gardener’s residence site at Spadina West and Avenue H South.  
There are still a few plots left at the community garden, so if you are interested, contact the steering 
committee.
 
It is FREE to use a garden plot in Victoria Park; however, all gardeners should help maintain shared areas of 
the garden and participate in group work bees.  These work bees offer a chance for us to work together for the 
healthy development of our garden as well as the opportunity to get to know one another as neighbours.
 
Gardeners’ Responsibilities

Orientation Meeting: All gardeners must attend an orientation meeting held in the spring before planting 
begins at the end of May.   The date for the meeting is TBA but will happen once the snow has all melted!

Planting Date: All plots are to be planted by the last Saturday of May (2009), and must be maintained all 
summer long. Plots must be prepared for the winter within 1 week after the garden’s collective clean-up. 

Absences: If you are planning on being away during the summer we ask that you arrange for a friend or 
neighbour to care for your plot. If produce is nearing harvest, please alert other gardeners of times when you 
will be away for more than a few days and leave instructions about what to do with produce that ripens during 
your absence.

Inability to Garden: If you are no longer able to maintain your plot, please contact a member of the garden 
steering committee. In the event that a plot appears to have been abandoned without notification, a member of 
the garden committee will attempt to contact the gardener and offer assistance in restoring the plot to healthy 
growing conditions. If contact cannot be established, or conditions have not improved within one week, the plot 
will be considered abandoned and will be reassigned. 

Respect: Only use our email list for communicating about garden related matters. Please supervise your 
children in the garden and pick only from your own plot and designated communal plots. Please ensure that 
garbage is removed and that the water is properly shut off when you have finished watering. Vehicles must 
remain on the road, and are not to enter the site. Respect for fellow gardeners and the wider community is 
extremely important in any community garden.

Planting Practice: If a pest outbreak occurs, gardeners should remove the plants immediately to prevent pest 
spread. Tall plants should only be planted where they do not shade neighbouring plots.

Weeds: It is important that everyone contribute to keeping weeds down, removing them before they go to seed 
or monopolize the water supply. Care is particularly crucial with noxious weeds. Two or more noxious weed 
warnings from the City will result in termination of the garden project.

Garden Inputs: Our Community Garden is an organic garden. PLEASE DO NOT USE any GM (genetically 
modified) plants or seeds, synthetic pesticides (insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, etc.) or synthetic fertilizers. 
Fellow gardeners or CHEP would be happy to provide gardeners with information on organic methods of soil 
improvement and pest control.

Compost: Our community garden has a compost pile in the fenced in area just north of the Lawn 
Bowling Club lawn. Mature compost is intended for use by gardeners as well as other members of 
the community. We will try to have information sessions with a person experienced in composting to 
teach us about how best to compost. 

Continued on Page 4 



A Community Celebration for the Westside Core Neighbourhoods!

   

   The Third annual Our Core Communities Shine event will be held on Wednesday, June 17, 2009 from 
   1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Pleasant Hill Park.

   Come and enjoy lively entertainment by local groups, many children’s activities and games, local 
   artist’s display and sale, and a community BBQ (nominal fee).  

   The day will be fun for the whole family, and everyone is welcome!

   
   For further information please contact Corinne at Quint at 978-4041, ext. 18.

Thanks for your gardening enthusiasm and for making this incredible community garden possible! 
If you have specific needs or problems that might keep you from meeting the conditions of this agreement, 
please let the committee know. We will do our best to accommodate them. With your help, the King George/
Riversdale Community Garden will thrive! We look forward to an exciting season of growth, learning and, most 
importantly, fun!!
 
Garden Steering Committee:
Karen Farmer, King George resident, tel: 652-7540
Shawn Sanford Beck, Riversdale Community Association President, tel:653-2544


