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Message from the President
With spring finally right around the corner comes a great opportunity to get out of the house and enjoy the warming weather and get to
know your neighbours more. The other day I attended and spoke at the groundbreaking of the Wolf Willow Co-housing project and the
topic on everyone's tongue was community. This event really brought home the importance of building strong communities and the best
way to do so is to be active in your community. Riversdale is home to one of the most diverse and vibrant communities and the
community association has a number of exciting events coming up that offer a great opportunity to come out and get to know your
neighbours. We will be hosting our 3rd Annual Soup and Silent Auction on April 30th, which raises money to provide programming for
the neighbourhood. If you have enjoyed our conversational Cree class, yoga, or any of our other programs, that is largely due to the
events such as the Soup and Silent Auction.
On May 7th, the community association will be hosting its first ever Jane's Walk. A Jane's walk is where we have a chance to 'show off'
our neighborhood to others and identify what is great about where we live and show the reasons why we live here. It is a great
community building tool.
Continuing with community, the community association will be holding a community clean up again this year on May 14th. If you can
volunteer, let us know, we can always use another helping hand or truck to move things along.
To volunteer for the clean up or if you have any questions or concerns, please contact Doug Ramage at dgramage@gmail.com or 9798225.
Doug Ramage
President, Riversdale Community Association
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NEW THIS YEAR: Riversdale will be participating in Jane’s Walk!
Join us Saturday, May 7th, at 1 p.m. at Collective Coffee, 220 20th Street
West, the starting point for a tour through Riversdale.
Some background: Jane’s Walk celebrates the ideas and legacy of urbanist Jane Jacobs by getting
people out exploring their neighbourhoods and meeting their neighbours. Free walking tours held on the
first weekend of May each year are led by locals who want to create a space for residents to talk about
what matters to them in the places they live and work. Since its inception in Toronto in 2007, Jane’s
Walk has expanded rapidly. In May of 2010, 424 walks were held in 68 cities in nine countries!
The main Jane’s Walk event takes place annually on the first weekend of May, to coincide with Jane
Jacobs’ birthday. Jane’s Walk honours the legacy and ideas of urban activist and writer Jacobs, who
championed the interests of local residents and pedestrians over a car-centered approach to planning.
Jane’s Walk often takes Jacobs’ ideas to communities unfamiliar with her ideas, in order to advance
local engagement with contemporary urban planning practices. The walks helps knit people together
into a strong and resourceful community, instilling belonging and encouraging civic leadership.
So come join the conversation as we discover Riversdale!

COMING SOON:

SUNDAY MARKET 11 TO 4

Farmers every
Wednesday 11 to 5
& Saturday 8 to 2
Tuesday to Saturday:
~ Little Market Store: a selection of
locally produced items and staples such
as milk and eggs
~ Riverbend Plantations
~ Giuseppi’s Restaurant
~ The Garlic Guru
~ Cava Cuisine

Riversdale Community Association
NEEDS YOUR HELP!

SPRING SPECIAL!
Until May 1st, painted rain barrels are just $50.
(regular $75) Call Marcel @ 665-3889 to order!

Project Mandala Comes to Riversdale!
The ―City of Bridges‖ begins in Riversdale, with the
creation of the railroad, the Barry Hotel, the diversity of
colour, race, ethnicity, traditions, spiritual and religious
beliefs, food, cuisine and of course the celebration of these
rich diversities! May the origins and spirit of those who came
before and those now shine and unite all that is good in
Riversdale. From June 9-26, 2011, all levels of society will
be invited to participate in community-based activities
offering experiences of unity, harmony, joy, music, and dance.
It is anticipated that the perception of the community will be transformed by embracing the
richness, diversity and strengths within the neighbourhood.
Through these 18 days, there will be inclusive community activities where all cultural groups,
world views, musical genres, forms of artistic expression, spiritual/religious beliefs, age
groups, and social status will be invited and involved. This is a community-based activity
aimed at bringing together and celebrating the diversity and richness of a neighbourhood
that has struggled with stigma, beginning with the establishment of the railroad, hotels, bars,
and other accompanying businesses/activities. It is now time to come together as community
and transform the misperception of this community on a broad scale, allowing the beauty and
opportunity to shine through. This is a project about unity, peace, and harmony – where all
colours come together as one, in celebration of our diverse gifts and talents.
Featuring a variety of activities, including:
Student Gallery of Mandala Artwork: June 9—26
Largest Chalk Drawing on the Planet from Avenue B to D on 20th: June 25& 26
Medicine Wheel: June 25
Cultural Activities & Street Fair
Community Stage
A documentary made in collaboration with students
For more info, visit www.projectmandala.ca and keep checking the Riversdale Community
Association’s web site www.riversdalecommunityassociation.com and facebook page!

