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In mid-November of last year, I had the privilege of 
walking with many of you in a street march to raise 
awareness about issues of violence in our community.  
Alphonse, an organizer of the march, was a former 
gang member who knew the realities of a life of 
violence.  In Alphonse’s words, “Enough is enough 
… we don’t want that violence and that fear in our 
community any more.”
And yet, as I made my way to St. Mary’s school where 
the march was scheduled to begin, I was troubled.  
Would the message be heard the wrong way?  Would 
our efforts be construed as simply another attempt 
to “clean up” the neighbourhood by pushing people 
out?  As the people gathered, and the elders prayed, 
and the sound of singing and drumming filled the 
school yard, I noticed one of the students carrying a 
placard that read “WE NEED YOU”.  And immediately, 
my heart was at peace.  This was the message that I 
wanted the gangsters to hear: we need you.  We need 
your gifts and your skills and your strength and your 
dreams to help rebuild our community together.  To 
create a new world, everyone is needed, even (and 
perhaps especially) those we fear the most.

As you look around Riversdale, it is easy to see that 
many things are changing.  Riversdale is a community 
undergoing rapid transformation.  Much of it is 
hopeful: Station 20 West, a new library, Good Food 
Junction, CLASSIC legal services, new art galleries, 
businesses, and the Farmer’s Market, just to name a 
few newcomers to the area.  And the many agencies, 
churches, schools, and NGOs already established 
in the core neighbourhoods continue to do the good 
work which is needed.

But there is a shadow side as well to the changes 
happening in our community.  Housing prices have 
shot up so high that many people are being forced 
out of the neighbourhood, with nowhere to go.  As 
new developments like River Landing bring welcome 
improvements to our community, we need to be on

guard that long time residents of Riversdale are not 
further marginalized by gentrification and a real-
estate market gone mad.  If there is new wealth in the 
community, let it be shared by all.

According to our Purpose Statment, the Riversdale 
Community Association is committed to “building a 
neighbourhood that is peaceful, just, and green.”  
We have a vision of a community that is free from 
violence (including the violence of poverty and 
racism), a community growing in ecological wisdom, a 
community where wealth and power are shared fairly, 
and none are left out in the cold.  If that is your vision 
as well, please join us … many hands lighten the work 
and strengthen the heart.

In the deep peace of the Creator,
Rev. Shawn Sanford Beck
RCA President

Message from President



RIVER LANDING UPDATE!

Persephone Theatre held their own opening show in December and a spectacular official grand 
opening in January.  

The new Isinger Park north of the substation is under construction as of May.

The Prairie Ecovillage Development Corporation has brought forward a proposal for a 
“RiverGreen Eco Village.”  Located on 19th Street between Avenue B and C, the eco-friendly 
development would include residential units, affordable housing, and commercial space.

To revitalize the streetscape and serve as a transition between the Riversdale business district and 
the new River Landing development, new streetscape on Avenues A, B and C between 19th and 
20th Streets has been completed.

The reuse of the former electrical garage and offices into the new home for Saskatoon Farmers’ 
Market and the Ideas Inc. business incubator is now complete.   The Farmers’ Market has been 
very successful and has experienced record crowds since opening.  This spring and summer, the 
outdoor market will be held in the newly completed Market Square.



The Gathering of Communities

Saskatoon West
Intertribal POWWOW

May 30, 2008
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

E.D. Feehan Catholic High School
411 Avenue M North

Saskatoon, SK

8:00 a.m.
Pipe Ceremony

9:00 a.m.
Registration
10:00 a.m.

Grand Entry

Concessions and
Artisans on Site

Honorarium for
All Dancers

For Information
Call Melissa
at 659-7563

or visit
www.edfeehan.ca

The First Six
Adult Drums

and the
First Six

Youth Drums
will receive

an honorarium
(minimum of five
people per drum)

Special In All
Adult Categories

Women’s Traditional
Women’s Fancy
Women’s Jingle 

Dance
Man’s Traditional

Man’s Fancy
Man’s Grass

Man’s Chicken

Everyone Welcome!!!!!

It is hard to find the words to describe the impact 
Station 20 West can have on strengthening and 
improving the Riversdale neighborhood.  

Station 20 West is an exciting development which 
will help renew the west side core neighborhoods of 
Saskatoon.  It was designed to bring together basic 
services that will have a positive effect on the quality 
of life and well being of families, children, youth, 
adults, and seniors who live in the west side area.  

Station 20 West suffered a major setback when 
$ 8 million in funding was taken by the provincial 
government.  Despite this, community members have 
not given up on Station 20 West.  The Station 20 West 
project is very much alive, but has been scaled back 
into a new plan.  

The Riversdale Community Association has joined 
with the other core community associations to voice 
their support for the revised plan for Station 20 West. 

The new plan for Station 20 West will still provide 
community members with access to key services.  
Central to this is the need for a community grocery 
store to help meet our neighborhood’s basic need of 
local access to healthy food.

The new plan for Station 20 West will also bring 
together community based organizations working 

to improve access to healthy food, local jobs, 
training opportunities, and housing programs.  This 
development will be close to the affordable housing 
and public library branch presently being completed at 
the same location.  

A lot of development work, effort, and resources have 
already been devoted by countless people to help 
realize the dream of Station 20 West.  The City of 
Saskatoon provided leadership to this creative inner 
city community development, devoting considerable 
resources to clean-up and assemble the land for 
the location of Station 20 West.  The outpouring of 
support from citizens from all parts of Saskatoon has 
been heartening.  It has united residents from the 
west side and the east side closer together in the 
spirit of helping each other.

Join with other community members in helping Station 
20 West become a reality within the heart 
of our city of Saskatoon. For more info or to make a 
financial tax-deductible donation, contact Station 20 
West at 343-9378.  Write a cheque to “Community 
First Development Fund re Station 20 West” and 
mail it to # 223 - 230 Ave R South; Saskatoon, 
Sk.; S7M-0Z9 or drop by the office. You can e-mail 
station20west@chep.org or visit our website at www.
station20west.org.

Station 20 West Dream Still Alive



Riversdale Local Area Plan (LAP) Update

The Riversdale LAP Final Draft report was recently presented at an Open House and 
is now awaiting approval by City Council.  The LAP report will be presented to City 
Council at their meeting on May 20th. 

The City of Saskatoon would like to thank all participants that were involved in the
development of the Riversdale LAP. Your contributions are invaluable in creating 
an exciting future for the Riversdale neighbourhood. 

Local Area Planning is a community-based approach to developing comprehensive 
neighbourhood plans. It enables residents, business owners, property owners, 
community groups and other stakeholders direct input into determining the future of their community. Once 
completed, a LAP sets out a vision and goals to guide the growth and development of a neighbourhood. It also 
specifies recommendations for improvements to the neighbourhood. 

To view the Riversdale LAP Final Draft report, or for more information, please visit our website at www.
saskatoon.ca (look under “c” for City Planning � Local Area Planning), or email us at lap@saskatoon.ca, or call 
Livia Kellett at 975-3464. 

A Community Celebration for the Westside Core Neighbourhoods!

   Your are invited to the second annual Our Core Communities Shine community celebration!

   WHEN:  Friday, June 6, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
   WHERE:  Victoria Park (near the boathouse)

   Come spend the day with us and enjoy community group displays, local artist’s display and art sale.  A    
   community BBQ (minimal cost).  Entertainment - local dancers, performers, singers, etc.  Children’s 
   activities & games ..... and so much more!

   For further information please contact Corinne or Maria at Quint at 978-4041, or email us at 
   planning_quint@sasktel.net.

Proundly sponsored by Quint in partnership with CHEP, 
Station 20 West, Good Food Junction Co-op, Communities for 
Children, Westmount, Riversdale, King George, Pleasant Hill 
and Caswell Hill Community Associations, Saskatoon Health 
Region and City of Saskatoon & Saskatchewan Lotteries.

Riversdale LAP Vision Statement, 2008 ....

Our community is an environmentally proactive, safe neighbourhood balanced with mixed, quality housing, well kept 
parks, bicycle paths and sidewalks. Riversdale will attract businesses that enhance the job market and provide a unique 
blend of community services that facilitate a comfortable lifestyle while protecting, improving and celebrating our history, 
heritage, art, culture and diversity. 


